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Backing The fabric on the back of the quilt. 

Batting The layer between the quilt top and the back which provides the loft and warmth 

in a quilt. 

Bias Binding This binding is cut on the bias of the fabric and has a lot of stretch in it, 

allowing it to go around things such as scalloped edges with no problem. 

Binding The finishing edge put on the outside of a quilt, enclosing the three raw edges 

formed by the backing, batting and top. 

Crocking The term used when dry fabric rubs excess dye onto an adjacent fabric. 

FussyCut Taking a clear template for a particular shape in your design, then isolating a 

single motif and cutting it out. 

HalfSquareTriangle This is the most used pieced unit in quilting. It is a square with a 

diagonal seam line. 

Layout The arrangement of blocks into a quilt.  

Miter The two edges are joined at a 45° angle.  

NeedleturnAppliqué Method of appliqué where the point of the needle turns under the 

seam allowance as you sew. 

QuarterSquareTriangle A square cut in half on the diagonal and then cut again from the 

other diagonal gives your 4 triangular pieces. 

Pieced In this type of quilting, shapes are cut and sewn together to form a design. 

RotaryCutter This tool looks like a pizza wheel and contains an extremely sharp blade 

capable of cutting through multiple layers of fabric. 

SeamAllowance The amount of fabric that is hidden inside a sewn unit. It is the fabric 

between the stitches and the edge of the fabric. 

Selvedge The bound edge on the side of fabric where you can find the manufacturer's 

name, content and fabric name.  

StitchintheDitch This term means that you are quilting in the seams between blocks or 

pieces.  

Symmetry A type of design where one side exactly duplicates the other. 

 


